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mental expression, inspires even us of to-day with a longi to see her. " Die Krone/' as she was called (" And e'en tl name, Corona, graces thee") touched the hearts of mai men, and in Goethe's she occupied a favoured spot for se eral years by the side of Frau von Stein. Einsiedel was f years passionately in love with her, and probably the on reason for their not being married was his hopeless financi ruin.
Her esteemed colleagues were the wife of Wolff, co ductor of the orchestra, Frau Steinhardt, and Demoisel Neuhauss, who were joined a few years later by Fraule von Rudorff ("die Rudel"), who captured the "wi sulker," Knebel.
If we return to the "higher" regions, there is only 03 very prominent woman still to be mentioned, "little Fn Schardt," the wife of Frau von Stein's brother, PITS Councillor Schardt. Born Countess Bernstorff, after tl early death of her parents she was brought up in the hon of her cousin, the Danish Minister of State. There she h* breathed the poetical air of humanity that prevailed in ti Bernstorff household. After her marriage, in May, 177 she was soon joined by her foster-mother and the lattei business agent, the portly Bode, Lessing's friend. As follower of Klopstock she showed more inclination f Herder's soul-felt prophesying than for Goethe's idealisii realism. Herder on his part cultivated a very war Platonic friendship with the sentimental and somewh complacent little woman. Finally we may mention forth Duchess Luise's Mistress of the Robes, the long-nosed, st Countess Gianini; her ladies in waiting, von WoUwart aa von Waldner; young Frau von Kalb, Lady of the Be chamber to Duchess Amalia; the widow of Legati* Councillor Kotzebue, mother of the well-known authc and her amiable daughter Amalie.
At the head of this great, varied circle of men ai women stood Karl August, into whose hands his moth< the Duchess Amalia, had given over the reins of govei ment on the third day of September, 1775.